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mistook Ms man; but this was Ms thought when, acting through the Corsican Deputy, Salicetti, he sent a trusty secret agent to Bonaparte to inform him of the unsatisfactory state of affairs, and invite him to return and put himself at the head of the Government. Of his colleagues in the Directory, he found little difficulty in persuading Roger-Ducos that in the circumstances it was to their own interest no less than to that of the public to bring about the formation of a strong Government, in which their places would be less precarious ; but the other three, Barras, Gohier, and Moulins, were unwilling to part with their power. Siey&s and those of his party resolved, therefore, to act without them, and to sacrifice them if affairs turned out as they planned.
Even with Bonaparte at hand it would be a difficult and dangerous business to overthrow the Directory without the support of the army, and more especially of the Paris division. Siey£s tried accordingly to win over Bernadotte and my father, first sounding them through the help of various Deputies who were at once their friends and his partisans. Later on I learnt that my father answered the half-advances of the astute Sieyes to the effect that, while he was well aware that the state of the country required prompt remedies, he had sworn to maintain the Constitution of the year 3, and he was not going to use his Authority or the troops of his division to bring about the overthrow of that Constitution; after which he waited on Sieyes, resigned his command of the Paris division, and requested to have a division on active service. Sieye's was glad enough to get a man of my father's character out of the way before he could spoil the plot by strict adherence to his duty, and hastened to accede to his request. Bernadotte resigned at the same time, and was replaced by Dubois-Cranc6.
There was some little delay before a man could be found to take my father's place; ultimately. Sieye's gave the command to General Lefebvre, who was in Paris on leave, having been wounded with the Army of the Ehine. Lefebvre had been a sergeant in the Gardes Franpaises; he was a brave soldier, and, as a general, good at executing distinctavourite field sports.
